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OVERVIEW

BIG IDEA
A great proportion of the world 

population faces grave health 

disparities.

OBJECTIVE
13.1: Discuss the problem of global 

health disparities.

AGENDA
1. What do you know?
2. What is global health?
3. Naming Countries
4. Investigating Global Health
5. Forum on Global Health

HOMEWORK
Identify ONE country you would most 

urgently prioritize for health 

improvement efforts. Write 1-2 

paragraphs explaining your reasoning.

LESSON 13.1  

Intro to Global 
Health
SUMMARY: 

Students will discuss global health disparities through 
a variety of exercises. First, they will identify the 
global health issues they have heard of. Then they 
will read one definition of global health. Next they 
will engage in a discussion on the shifts in the way 
we speak about countries, focusing on the terms 
developed/developing. Finally, they will select a 
country and investigate its health issues in order to 
present to peers in a “Forum on Global Health.”

STANDARDS:
IL Learning Standard 22.B.5: Describe and explain the 
factors that influence health among individuals, groups 
and communities
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DO	
  NOW:	
  	
  
If	
  students	
  are	
  “stuck,”	
  ask	
  them	
  to	
  think	
  about	
  
news	
  stories,	
  commercials	
  (i.e.	
  Save	
  the	
  
Children),	
  and	
  issues	
  in	
  our	
  own	
  country’s	
  
health	
  care	
  system	
  that	
  they	
  may	
  have	
  heard	
  
about	
  in	
  reference	
  to	
  other	
  countries	
  as	
  well.	
  

DISCUSS:	
  	
  
The 	
   opinion	
   piece	
   “CHanging	
   world:	
   why	
  
developing	
  vs.	
  developed	
   is	
  now	
  meaningless”	
  
by	
   Hans	
   Rosling.	
   <hCp://www.cnn.com/
2013/12/10/opinion/gapminder-­‐hans-­‐rosling/>	
  
has 	
  an	
  interesMng	
  and	
  useful 	
  perspecMve	
  on	
  this	
  
issue.	
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NEW	
  INFO:	
  	
  
Ask	
  students 	
  if	
  they	
  have	
  anything	
  to	
  add	
  to	
  the	
  
definiMon	
  of	
  global	
  health	
  presented	
  here.	
  

http://www.cnn.com/2013/12/10/opinion/gapminder-hans-rosling/
http://www.cnn.com/2013/12/10/opinion/gapminder-hans-rosling/
http://www.cnn.com/2013/12/10/opinion/gapminder-hans-rosling/
http://www.cnn.com/2013/12/10/opinion/gapminder-hans-rosling/
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THINK:	
  	
  

Help	
  moderate	
  the	
  country	
   selecMon	
   by	
   giving	
  
students	
   an	
   easy	
   process 	
   (i.e.	
   coming	
   up	
   to	
  
board	
   to	
   write/declare	
   chosen	
   country,	
   or	
  
something	
   similar)	
   to	
   ensure 	
  student	
   pairs 	
  are	
  
not	
  doubling	
  up	
  on	
  countries.
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THINK:	
  	
  
If	
   possible,	
   rearrange	
   the 	
  room	
   into	
   a 	
  circular	
  
“roundtable”	
   type	
  configuraMon.	
  Have	
  students	
  
quickly	
  make 	
  a 	
  tri-­‐fold	
  sign	
  to	
  place	
  in	
   front	
   of	
  
them	
   with	
   their	
   country	
   name.	
   Encourage	
  
students	
  to	
  use	
  an	
  addiMonal 	
  sheet	
  of	
  paper	
   to	
  
take	
  further	
  notes.	
  	
  

HOMEWORK:	
   	
   The	
  purpose	
  of	
   this	
  homework	
  
assignment	
  is	
  to	
  help	
  students 	
  close 	
  the	
  loop	
  on	
  
the	
  learning	
  acMvity	
   from	
  class	
  by	
   reflecMng	
  up	
  
the	
  notes	
  they	
   took	
  and	
  summarizing	
  the	
  best	
  
arguments.	
   Students	
  may	
   quickly	
   realize	
  when	
  
doing	
   this	
   assignment	
   that	
   choosing	
   just	
   one	
  
country	
  out	
  of	
  many	
  with	
  urgent	
  health	
  needs	
  is	
  
difficult	
   to	
  impossible.	
  This 	
  realizaMon	
  will 	
  help	
  
them	
  beCer	
  appreciate	
  the 	
  difficulty	
  inherent	
  in	
  
the	
   size 	
   and	
   magnitude	
   of	
   global	
   health	
  
dispariMes.	
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