NATIONAL HEALTH

MODULE 10: ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH LESSON 10.7

Obj. 10.7: Discuss environmental justice and the impact of environmental health disparities.

@ The Facts
A Commission for Racial Justice study found that three of the five largest waste facilities dealing

with hazardous materials in the United States are located in poor black communities.This study
also showed that three out of every five African American and Latinos live in areas near toxic waste sites, as
well as live in areas where the levels of poverty are well above the national average.
Source: www.dosomething.org

“ Reflect upon the facts above:

!
“

|

NEW
INFO

What is Environmental Justice?

Read the EPA definition of environmental justice below. As you read, circle, highlight, underline, or
mark up in some way words that stand-out or seem especially important.

Environmen+al Jus+ice iS +he f£air +rea+meh+ and meahingful
involvemen+ Of all Peorle redardiess 0f race, color. hatiohal
oridin, or ihcome wit+h resePec+ +0 +he develoPmen+,
imPiemen+4a+ion. ahd enforcemen+ 0§ environmen+al laws,
redula+ions, and POICieS. EPA haS +hiS 90al £or all communi+ies
and PErsons across +hisS Na+ioh. I+ will bé aChieved when
everyone enjoys +he same dJegree of Prot+ec+ion £rom
environmeén+al and health haZardS ahd €dual acctess 40 +he
deCiSion-making ProCess +0 haVve a headl+hYy environmen+ in WhiCh
40 live, Iearn, ahd workK.
Source: EPA, http://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/



http://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/
http://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/
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READ
]

Presidential Proclamation

Read the Presidential Proclamation from President Obama and discuss the questions
that follow.

For immedane Release
February 10, 2014

Presidential Proclamation - 2oth Anniversary of
Executive Order 12898 on Environmental Justice

20TH ANNIVERSARY OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 12608
ON ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLANATION

Two decades 800, President Wilkam J. Clnion drected e Federal Covernment 10 Lackie & long-

OVOrOOkS prodiem. LOw-n0ome AegnDOMOOds, COMIMUnies of Color, and 108 areas

SEOO0OrIONalely DONE eMAIONMENtal Duroens W CONATINALON Yom Nousal plants or lanatng

And Ingoor ar polution from poor housng condSons, Thess hazasds wornes health dapartes and

Mdcn cpporiunty for rsedents — Chidren who miss school due 1o comphcatons of asthma, acuits
] who stugole with medical B, Exscutve Order 12808 afrmed every Amencan's right 1o Sreatte
Yecly, 05K JOan waler, and Fve On UncOntaMINaled land. Today. as Amenca marks 20 years of
ACTON. WO NONEW OUr COMMAMENt 10 eMVoNMmentsa usice for o

Bocause we ol Cosorve I CNANCE 10 Mt IOMIML BN work N NOXTNY COMMMUNENS, My ASIMINSason
3 Sghting %o resione anvaronments in our country’s hardest-et places. A% ower a decace of maction
we reconvened an Envronmental Juation Interagency Working Group and invited more han 100
CMAONMENtl JLAt0R A0S 10 & WiNNe House forum. ANoNgsce el QOVEMMEents, we are warking
10 f00uCe PORUSON 0N Taw lands. And 10 DURd 3 hoaltier onvronment 1or every Amencan, we
03043700 1o frst-ever NAtonal Tvis for MErcury and OfMeY 10MC MISSONS from Dower Dlants

Whie 0 past Two SeCHZes have Seen Groat progress, Much work remans. In the years 0 come, we
will coninge 10 work with States. bes, and loca lnaders 10 dentdy, 8¢, and ampower areas most
straned by poluton, By e¥ectvely implementing envieonmaentsl lyws, we Can improve qualty of e
ANE SUDANE COONOMNG ODPONUNTY i OverDuroendd COMMUNESS. ANd NeCogNzIng hedd Same
SOMMUNILes May Suffer GEprOOOriONMely Sue 10 IMale ChaNge. W Must Out CArDON OMSSONS,
Sevelop MOre NOMOIOWN Clean eNergy. and prepare for the impacts of a changing chmalte hat we
are aiready feslng Across our country

A3 wo mark s day, we recall e aciviats who ook on environmentyl challanges long Sefore Be
Faderal Govermnment acknowledged hew neecs. We remember how Amencans — young and oid, on
SONOQ0 CAMOUSES AN I COUYOOMS, IN OuF NOGHOMOOGS and Trough Our places of worshp -
20l 0N @ Naton 10 pUrsue 00an ar, waner, and land for all pecpie. On Tes annveersary, let us move
10rward win e SMe UNRY, eNENgy. and PASSIN 10 Ve U 10 Te Promise at hare In Amenca. "o
matier who you are or whens you come Fom, you Can Pursue your draams = & safe and at
erreronment

NOW, THEREFORE, |, BARACK OBAMA, Presicent of the United States of Amenca, by wiue of e
AUty vasied n me by the Conatauson and thi laws of e Unitnd Stales, €0 herely prociam
February 11, 2014, as the 2000 Anniversary of Exscutve Order 12808 on Environmenal Justice. | call
wDON all AMencans 10 000NV TNS Gay wilh DIOrams and CTVISeS that DAOMOe envronmantal
FNECe and advance a healthy, sustanabie fiture

IN WITNESS WHERLOF | have hareunio set my hand ths Sonth day of February. n the yoar of our
LOAd two thousand fourteen, and of he Independence of e United States of Amernca e two
RuACred and thinty-aighin

BARACK OBAMA

Reflect & Discuss

1. What are some examples of ways that environmental hazards might reduce opportunities for
residents of low-income neighborhoods, communities of color, and tribal areas?

2. According to President Obama’s Proclamation, what role does the government play in
reducing environmental health disparities?

3. Do you think Obama’s Proclamation was effective? Why or why not?
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Data Mining for Environmental Justice in Your Community
THINK

1. Team up! Together, navigate online to Scorecard--The Pollution Information Site at:
<http://scorecard.goodguide.com/community/ej-index.tcl>

2. Search for your community using your zipcode.

3. Explore the website and the wealth of data provided. Take notes on what you find in the box below.

4. Select the most striking, important, or interesting data you find and prepare to share with the class.

Your Summary

Describe environmental justice and give one example of an intervention or solution that can
help reverse environmental health disparities.

Your Response

After data mining to see what is going on in your community, develop a response to the problems
of disparities in environmental health. Think creatively--what could you do to make a small
contribution to the environmental justice movement?



http://scorecard.goodguide.com/community/ej-index.tcl
http://scorecard.goodguide.com/community/ej-index.tcl

