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Environmental 	
   Just ice

The	
  Facts

A	
  Commission	
  for	
  Racial	
  Jus1ce	
  study	
  found	
  that	
  three	
  of	
  the	
  five	
  largest	
  waste	
  facili1es	
  dealing	
  
with	
  hazardous	
  materials	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  are	
  located	
  in	
  poor	
  black	
  communi1es.This	
  study	
  

also	
  showed	
  that	
  three	
  out	
  of	
  every	
  five	
  African	
  American	
  and	
  La1nos	
  live	
  in	
  areas	
  near	
  toxic	
  waste	
  sites,	
  as	
  
well	
  as	
  live	
  in	
  areas	
  where	
  the	
  levels	
  of	
  poverty	
  are	
  well	
  above	
  the	
  na1onal	
  average.
	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Source:	
  www.dosomething.org

Reflect	
  upon	
  the	
  facts	
  above:

What	
  is	
  Environmental	
  Jus5ce?	
  

Read	
  the	
  EPA	
  defini8on	
  of	
  environmental	
  jus8ce	
  below.	
  As	
  you	
  read,	
  circle,	
  highlight,	
  underline,	
  or	
  
mark	
  up	
  in	
  some	
  way	
  words	
  that	
  stand-­‐out	
  or	
  seem	
  especially	
  important.

Environmental Justice is the fair treatment and meaningful 

involvement of all people regardless of race, color, national 

or ig in , or income with respect to the development, 

implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, 

regulations, and policies. EPA has this goal for all communities 

and persons across this Nation. It will be achieved when 

everyone enjoys the same degree of protection from 

environmental and health hazards and equal access to the 

decision-making process to have a healthy environment in which 

to live, learn, and work.

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Source:	
  EPA,	
  hDp://www.epa.gov/environmentaljus8ce/
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 Obj.	
  10.7:	
  	
  Discuss	
  environmental	
  jus8ce	
  and	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
  environmental	
  health	
  dispari8es.

NATIONAL HEALTH	
  

NEW 
INFO
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Presiden5al	
  Proclama5on

Read	
  the	
  Presiden8al	
  Proclama8on	
  from	
  President	
  Obama	
  and	
  discuss	
  the	
  ques8ons	
  
that	
  follow.

Reflect	
  &	
  Discuss

1. What	
  are	
  some	
  examples	
  of	
  ways	
  that	
  environmental	
  hazards	
  might	
  reduce	
  opportuni8es	
  for	
  
residents	
  of	
  low-­‐income	
  neighborhoods,	
  communi8es	
  of	
  color,	
  and	
  tribal	
  areas?

2. According	
  to	
  President	
  Obama’s	
  Proclama8on,	
  what	
  role	
  does	
  the	
  government	
  play	
  in	
  
reducing	
  environmental	
  health	
  dispari8es?

3. Do	
  you	
  think	
  Obama’s	
  Proclama8on	
  was	
  effec8ve?	
  Why	
  or	
  why	
  not?
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  Data	
  Mining	
  for	
  Environmental	
  Jus5ce	
  in	
  Your	
  Community

	
   	
   	
  1.	
  Team	
  up!	
  Together,	
  navigate	
  online	
  to	
  Scorecard-­‐-­‐The	
  Pollu8on	
  Informa8on	
  Site	
  at:
	
   	
   	
   	
   <hDp://scorecard.goodguide.com/community/ej-­‐index.tcl>
2.	
  	
  Search	
  for	
  your	
  community	
  using	
  your	
  zipcode.
3. Explore	
  the	
  website	
  and	
  the	
  wealth	
  of	
  data	
  provided.	
  Take	
  notes	
  on	
  what	
  you	
  find	
  in	
  the	
  box	
  below.
4. Select	
  the	
  most	
  striking,	
  important,	
  or	
  interes8ng	
  data	
  you	
  find	
  and	
  prepare	
  to	
  share	
  with	
  the	
  class.

Your	
  Summary

Describe	
  environmental	
  jus8ce	
  and	
  give	
  one	
  example	
  of	
  an	
  interven8on	
  or	
  solu8on	
  that	
  can	
  
help	
  reverse	
  environmental	
  health	
  dispari8es.

	
   	
   Your	
  Response

Aaer	
  data	
  mining	
  to	
  see	
  what	
  is	
  going	
  on	
  in	
  your	
  community,	
  develop	
  a	
  response	
  to	
  the	
  problems	
  
of	
  dispari8es	
  in	
  environmental	
  health.	
  Think	
  crea8vely-­‐-­‐what	
  could	
  you	
  do	
  to	
  make	
  a	
  small	
  
contribu8on	
  to	
  the	
  environmental	
  jus8ce	
  movement?
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