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OVERVIEW

BIG IDEA
Vaccinations have reduced millions of 

preventable illnesses in our world.

OBJECTIVE
5.7: Evaluate the potential 

consequences of the anti-vaccination 

movement.

AGENDA
1. Vaccination Influences
2. Vaccination Exemptions
3. Vaccination Concepts
4. The Anti-Vaccine Controversy
5. Journey of Your Child’s Vaccine
6. Educate the Masses!

HOMEWORK
Find an adult who is willing to be 

interviewed about their understanding 

and attitudes toward vaccines. 

Record their responses.

LESSON 5.7  

Vaccinations
SUMMARY: 

Students will engage in an exploration of 
vaccinations as a major preventative public health 
intervention. Students will brainstorm the various 
influences on whether people vaccinate and discuss 
the laws for exemptions for children. They will learn 
how vaccinations are developed and accepted for 
widespread use. Teaming up, students will devise a 
health education campaign on the Internet to 
provide accurate, evidence-based information 
about vaccines. 

STANDARDS:

NHES 5.12.3: Justify when individual or collaborative 
decision making is appropriate.
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DO	   NOW:	   	   While 	   this	   lesson	   presents	  
informa0on	   from	   the 	   dominant	   view	   in	   the	  
scien0fic	   community,	   from	   sources 	   CDC	   and	  
AMA,	  that	  vaccines 	  are 	  important	  and	  the	  an0-‐
vaccina0on	   movement	   can	   nega0vely	   impact	  
public	   health,	   the	   lesson	   also	   provides 	   an	  
opportunity	   for	   students 	   to	   form	   their	   own	  
views 	  and	  respects 	  all 	  evidence-‐based	  ways	  of	  
thinking.	   Reinforce 	  this 	  point	   with	   students 	  at	  
the	  beginning	  of	  the	  lesson.

DISCUSS:	   	   For	   more	   recent	   newsworthy	  
informa0on	   on	   this 	  topic,	   read	   the	   Huffington	  
Post	   ar0cle,	   “Rules 	  Make 	   Vaccine	   Exemp0ons	  
for	   Kids 	   Harder	   to	   Get,”	   by	   Rachael	   ReNner	  
(hNp://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/02/11/
v a c c i n e -‐ e xemp0on s -‐ k i d s -‐ r u l e s -‐ b i l l s -‐
_n_4769609.html)
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NEW	  INFO:	   	  In	  common	  conversa0on,	  the	  terms	  
vaccina0on	   and	   immuniza0on	   are 	   o]en	   used	  
interchangeably.

DISCUSS:	   	   For	   an	   excellent	   summary	   of	  
informa0on	   along	   with	   links	   to	   addi0onal	  
resources,	  see	  the 	  CDC	  website,	  “Vaccine	  Safety	  
–	   Concerns	   about	   Au0sm”	   at:	   	   hNp://
www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/concerns/au0sm/
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NEW	   INFO:	   	   For	   a 	  biology	   background	  lesson,	  
show	   the	  MIT	   video,	   “How	   a 	  Vaccine	  Works”	  	  
found	   at:	   hNp://video.mit.edu/watch/how-‐a-‐
vaccine-‐works-‐10952/

NEW	  INFO:	   	  Consider	   splibng	  students 	  into	  six	  
groups 	   and	   assigning	   each	   group	   the 	   task	   of	  
focusing	   on	   one 	  misconcep0on.	   They	   can	   use	  
the 	   CDC	   website	   provided	   to	   read	   the	  
background	   on	   that	   misconcep0on	   and	   then	  
each	   group	   can	   provide	   a 	   more	   detailed	  
explana0on,	  ci0ng	  appropriate 	  evidence,	   to	  the	  
class.
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READ:	  	  
Distribute	  copies 	  of	  the	  handout	  “CDC	  -‐	  Journey	  
of	  Your	  CHild’s 	  Vaccine”	  PDF	  from	  resource	  files	  
OR	   (if	   technology	   permits)	   direct	   students 	   to:	  
hNp://www.cdc . gov/vacc ines/parents/
infographics/journey-‐of-‐child-‐vaccine.html
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THINK:	   	   Suggested	  0meframe:	   	   20	   minutes 	  to	  
plan	  and	  prepare	  in	  class,	  addi0onal 	  work	  done	  
at	   home	  or	   in	   an	   extra 	  class,	   if	   0me	  permits.	  
Brief	   presenta0ons 	  (2-‐3	   minutes 	  per	   group)	   in	  
following	  lesson
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HOMEWORK:	   	   The	  purpose	  of	   this	  homework	  
assignment	   is 	   to	   get	   students 	   engaged	   in	  
conversa0on	   about	   this	   issue,	   so	   that	   their	  
learning	   can	   be	   connected	   to	   an	   authen0c	  
context	  of	  the	  decision-‐making	  that	  adults 	  need	  
to	   do,	   especially	   when	   they	   become 	   parents.	  
Engaging	  in	  this 	  conversa0on	  will 	  help	  students	  
reinforce	  their	  understanding.	  

COMMUNITY HEALTH 5


