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OVERVIEW

BIG IDEA
Asking questions is the key to 

identifying and solving health 

problems. Excellent questions are 

rigorous, relevant,and probative. 

OBJECTIVE
1.11 Ask relevant, rigorous, and 

probative questions to investigate a 

problem.

AGENDA
1. The Question Game
2. Relevant: Texting Article
3. Rigorous: TED Talk
4. Probative: Slip or Trip Activity

HOMEWORK
Write four questions that are relevant, 

rigorous, and probative based on the 

topics given.

LESSON 1.11  

Asking Questions
SUMMARY: 

This lesson focuses on the skill of asking 
questions. Students often have little practice 
asking thoughtful questions. But  this skill is 
essential for problem identification and 
problem-solving.  Students will begin the lesson 
by playing a fun game which will  get them in 
the mode of asking questions. They will then 
explore the topic of asking questions in the 
context  of three qualities of excellent questions: 
they are probative, relevant, and rigorous. 
Through the use of an article (on texting), a TED 
talk video (on unanswerable questions), and a 
mystery activ ity, students wi l l practice 
identifying and asking excellent questions in an 
engaging and challenging way. 



DO	
  NOW:	
  	
  The	
  point	
  of	
  this	
  ac.vity	
  is	
  to	
  
get	
  students	
  brains	
  “warmed	
  up”	
  in	
  a	
  
context	
  that	
  is	
  familiar	
  and	
  easy	
  for	
  most	
  
of	
  them	
  (ques.ons	
  dealing	
  with	
  social	
  
interac.ons).

NEW INFO:  This quote was taken 
from the article found at: http://
www.nea.org/assets/img/
PubThoughtAndAction/
Bowkershort.pdf
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NEW INFO:  There	
  are	
  MANY	
  other	
  
adjec.ves	
  that	
  may	
  describe	
  excellent	
  
ques.ons	
  equally	
  well.	
  If	
  .me,	
  provide	
  
students	
  with	
  an	
  opportunity	
  to	
  share	
  other	
  
ideas.
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READ:	
  	
  This	
  ar.cle	
  excerpt	
  is	
  slightly	
  dated	
  
(given	
  the	
  quick	
  explosion	
  in	
  popularity	
  of	
  
tex.ng	
  in	
  the	
  past	
  5-­‐10	
  years),	
  which	
  
hopefully	
  students	
  will	
  point	
  out.	
  This	
  
excerpt	
  makes	
  no	
  men.on	
  of	
  tex.ng	
  and	
  
driving	
  (a	
  huge	
  health	
  concern	
  in	
  our	
  
present	
  .me),	
  so	
  encourage	
  them	
  to	
  make	
  
these	
  broader	
  connec.ons	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  their	
  
ques.ons.	
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TED	
  Talk:	
  The	
  engaging	
  animated	
  talk	
  is	
  12	
  
minutes	
  long	
  and	
  provides	
  a	
  way	
  to	
  extend	
  
the	
  importance	
  of	
  asking	
  ques.ons	
  to	
  a	
  
realm	
  that	
  may	
  seem	
  more	
  significant	
  and	
  
important	
  to	
  students.	
  It’s	
  takeaways	
  may	
  
not	
  be	
  directly	
  relevant	
  to	
  geOng	
  students	
  
to	
  develop	
  rigorous,	
  relevant,	
  and	
  
proba.ve	
  ques.ons	
  that	
  can	
  be	
  used	
  in	
  
their	
  case	
  studies,	
  but	
  it	
  WILL	
  spark	
  their	
  
curiosity	
  and	
  hopefully	
  help	
  them	
  discover	
  
that	
  ques.ons	
  are	
  interes.ng	
  and	
  fun.	
  

THINK:	
  The	
  examples	
  and	
  non-­‐examples	
  
are	
  not	
  inherently	
  good	
  or	
  bad.	
  There	
  can	
  
be	
  some	
  discussion	
  and	
  debate.	
  The	
  big	
  
idea	
  is	
  to	
  think	
  about	
  rigor	
  as	
  being	
  more	
  
specific	
  and	
  thoughRul.	
  A	
  broad	
  ques.on	
  
like	
  “What	
  causes	
  suicide?”	
  cannot	
  be	
  
answered	
  with	
  one	
  specific	
  thing,	
  but	
  
asking	
  about	
  how	
  one	
  par.cular	
  factor	
  
impacts	
  suicide	
  is	
  definitely	
  answerable	
  
and	
  worth	
  exploring.	
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READ:	
  It	
  may	
  drive	
  students	
  crazy,	
  but	
  
they	
  will	
  NOT	
  learn	
  the	
  answer	
  to	
  the	
  
mystery.	
  The	
  frustra.on	
  that	
  this	
  might	
  
produce	
  is	
  a	
  good	
  demonstra.on	
  of	
  how	
  
ques.ons	
  some.mes	
  seem	
  to	
  DEMAND	
  
answers	
  of	
  us.	
  If	
  they	
  can	
  feel	
  the	
  same	
  
gravity	
  in	
  the	
  ques.ons	
  they	
  ask	
  about	
  
health	
  issues	
  they	
  tackle	
  in	
  case	
  studies,	
  
they	
  will	
  be	
  in	
  a	
  great	
  place	
  to	
  solve	
  big	
  
problems.
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HOMEWORK:	
  	
  The	
  goal	
  of	
  this	
  homework	
  
is	
  to	
  give	
  students	
  some	
  prac.ce	
  asking	
  
ques.ons	
  in	
  the	
  context	
  of	
  health	
  issues	
  
similar	
  to	
  ones	
  they	
  will	
  tackle	
  in	
  future	
  
case	
  studies.	
  There	
  are	
  not	
  wrong	
  or	
  right	
  
answers,	
  just	
  varying	
  degrees	
  of	
  the	
  
quality	
  of	
  ques.ons	
  (based	
  on	
  their	
  being	
  
proba.ve,	
  relevant,	
  and	
  rigorous).	
  


