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OVERVIEW

BIG IDEA
Humans collectively share the 
responsibility and burden of the future of 
our climate; the results of our actions will 
undoubtedly affect the health of future 
generations.

OBJECTIVE
10.5: Influence others to make positive 
choices with respect to climate and 
health. 

AGENDA
1. Climate K-W Chart
2. Climate’s Impact on Health
3. Climate & Health Reading/Q&A
4. Climate Change Health Effects
5. Climate Change Advocacy Challenge

HOMEWORK
Present your idea for a climate change 
advocacy campaign to a family or friend 
to gather feedback.

LESSON	  10.5	  	  
Climate	  &	  Health
SUMMARY:	  

This lesson will give students space to consider, research, 
and make informed conclusions about climate change 
and its impact on health. Students will begin by 
identifying their own current knowledge and questions on 
the topic. Then they will work with a partner to brainstorm 
all the ways they think climate might affect health. Next 
students will read about the climate and health, 
answering guiding questions along the way. Finally 
students will diagram how the climate affects health and 
engage in a challenge to prioritize and market a 
particular aspect of climate change and health that will 
appeal to a target audience, be compelling, and have 
the potential to make a change in the health of our 
climate and/or ourselves, as a result.

STANDARDS:

NHES 8.12.2: Demonstrate how to influence and support 
others to make positive health choices.
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DO	  NOW:	  	  
Encourage	  students 	  to	  treat	  this 	  as 	  a 	  free-‐write.	  
Try	   to	  con6nuously	  write	  in	  the	  amount	  of	  6me	  
given,	   in	  order	   to	  keep	  their	  brains 	  flowing	  and	  
moving.	  There	  are	  no	  right	  or	  wrong	  answers!

DISCUSS:	  	  Some	  good	  background	  sources:
hBp://www.cdc.gov/climateandhealth/

hBp://www.cdc.gov/climateandhealth/effects/
default.htm

h B p : / / e p h t r a c k i n g . c d c . g o v /
showClimateChangeLanding.ac6on

hBp://ephtracking.cdc.gov/QueryPanel/
E P H T N Q u e r y / E P H T Q u e r y . h t m l ?
c=CC&i=-‐1&m=-‐1#
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READ:	   	   Ask	   students,	   “Who	   is 	  responsible	   for	  
the	  climate?”	   Likely,	   answers	  will 	  be 	  that	  we	  all	  
our,	   or	   a	   variety	   of	   en66es 	   are—ci6zens,	  
government,	   businesses,	   organiza6ons,	   etc.	  
Push	   students 	   to	   be	   clear	   about	   WHO	   is	  
responsible	  for	  WHAT.
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THINK:	   	  Diagram	  will 	  help 	  students 	  see 	  beBer	  
understand	   the 	  connec6ons 	  and	   dig	   deeper	   in	  
their	  research,	  if	  needed.
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HOMEWORK:	  	  
The	  purpose	  of	  this 	  homework	  assignment	  is 	  to	  
get	   students 	  to	   take	  ownership	  of	   their	   work,	  
learn	   from	   others’	   posi6ve/construc6ve	  
feedback,	   and	  reflect	   cri6cally	   upon	  their	   own	  
ideas,	   evidence,	   and	   	   plans.	   	   If	  possible,	   have	  
each	   team	  meet	   at	   the	   start	   of	   next	   class 	   to	  
share 	   the 	   feedback	   they	   received	  with	   fellow	  
teammates,	   and	  even	  possibly	   with	   the 	  en6re	  
class.

ASSESS:	  	  
One	  example:	  	  

The	   push	   to	   reduce/eliminate	   unnecessary	  
idling	  of	  cars/vehicles.	  

hBp://idlefreevt.org/idling-‐facts.html
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