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OVERVIEW

BIG IDEA
Pharmacists have a challenging 

professional obligation to act in the 

most ethical way possible, even in 

complex situations.

OBJECTIVE
8.5: Differentiate between the four 

principles of ethics in pharmacy.

AGENDA
1. The Right Thing
2. Being Ethical
3. Ethics in Pharmacy
4. Scenarios & Mini-cases

HOMEWORK
Write two pharmacy-related scenario 

demonstrating one of the four ethical 

principles in pharmacy.

LESSON 8.5  

Pharmacy Ethics
SUMMARY: 

This lesson will challenge students to consider the 
intricacies of the pharmacy profession, beyond the 
surface level tasks and duties of a pharmacist. 
Students will reflect on experiences they’ve had with 
difficult decisions and what it means to be ethical. 
Then they will learn about the four ethical principles. 
Finally, they will read a series of scenarios and mini-
cases and reflect upon which of the four ethical 
principles the pharmacist was upholding. 

STANDARDS:

NHES 5.12.2: Determine the value of applying a 
thoughtful decision-making process in health-related 
situations.
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DO	   NOW:	   	   Ask	   students 	  to	   share	   if	   they	   feel	  
comfortable.	   Ask	   students 	   what	   factors	  
influenced	   them	   to	   make	   one	   decision	   or	  
another.

DISCUSS:	   	   Have	   students 	   build	   upon	   one	  
another's 	  ideas	  to	  come	  to	  a 	  class 	  defini=on;	  or	  
ask	  them	  to	  do	  this	  quickly	  (2	  minutes 	  or	  less)	  in	  
small	  groups.
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NEW	  INFO:	  	  Ask	  students:	  	  Why	  is 	  it	  common	  for	  
beneficence	  and	  respect	   for	  autonomy	   to	  oFen	  
be	   in 	   conflict?	   When	   is 	   this 	   most	   likely	   to	  
happen?	  (i.e.	  when	  people	  have	  strong	  religious	  
or	   cultural 	   beliefs 	   regarding	   health;	   when	  
people 	   are	   scared,	   rushed,	   fearful	   of	   health	  
professionals,	  or	  resistant	  to	  change,	  etc.)	  
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READ:	  	  
Answers:	  	  1)	  A;	  	  	  	  2)	  C;	  	  	  	  3)	  B

THINK:	  	  
Answers:	  	  1)	  A;	  	  	  	  2)	  B;	  	  	  	  	  3)	  C	  	  
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HOMEWORK:	   	  The	  purpose	  of	  this 	  homework	  
assignment	   is	   to	   give	   students	   a 	   chance	   to	  
consider	  more	  hypothe=cal 	  scenarios 	  by	  wri=ng	  
their	  own.	  To	  do	  this 	  they	  will 	  have	  to	  cri=cally	  
consider	   where	   and	   when	   the	   four	   ethical	  
principles	   would	   come	   up	   in 	   the 	   work	   of	   a	  
pharmacist.

Answers:  
4) C (he is trying to protect the embryo) 

or students may say it is a violation of 
D;    

5) C;    
6) C
7) B
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