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OVERVIEW:

From school bullying to fights in the hallways and from electronic aggression to school 

shootings, violence in our schools has never before received so much attention and 

been surrounded by so much concern. As students and advocates for yourself and 

your peers, how can you shape your school’s environment, policies, and other factors 

to promote safety and non-violence in your school. 

GOAL:
Identify risk factors, assets, and protective factors in the school environment and 

propose one intervention to improve school climate, safety, and prevent violence.

 
ROLE:
You are yourselves, working as a team of high school students inspired to work toward 

violence prevention in your school community. 

OBJECTIVE: 
7.12: Identify and develop assets in a 

community to prevent violence.

DELIVERABLES: 
1) Asset Map 

2) Intervention Proposal

3) Presentation

ASSESSMENT: 
Your asset map, intervention proposal, and 

presentation will be graded on a rubric.
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Case Introduction:  

A guest will be visiting the class today to introduce the case study. Listen to your 

instructor’s overview of the guest’s profile, then list your questions for the guest in 

the box below.

Topic/Focus Question
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Identify Knowledge:

KNOW-NEED TO KNOW CHART:

Complete the Know-Need to Know chart below based on the following directions:

• Know:  In this column, write any facts or information you already knew about violence 

or violence prevention in schools (or your school specifically).

• Need to Know:  In this column, write a list of QUESTIONS you have or things you need 

to research.

Know Need to Know
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Background Information:

Violence Prevention in Schools
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

In the United States, an estimated 50 million students are enrolled in pre-

kindergarten through 12th grade. Another 15 million students attend colleges and 

universities across the country. While U.S. schools remain relatively safe, any 

amount of violence is unacceptable. Parents, teachers, and administrators expect 

schools to be safe havens of learning. Acts of violence can disrupt the learning 

process and have a negative effect on students, the school itself, and the broader 

community.

What is School Violence?

School violence is a subset of youth violence, a broader public health problem. 

Violence is the intentional use of physical force or power, against another person, 

group, or community, with the behavior likely to cause physical or psychological 

harm. Youth Violence typically includes persons between the ages of 10 and 24, 

although pathways to youth violence can begin in early childhood.

Examples of violent behavior include:

• Bullying

• Fighting (e.g., punching, slapping, kicking)

• Weapon use

• Electronic aggression

• Gang violence

School violence occurs:

• On school property

• On the way to or from school

• During a school-sponsored event

• On the way to or from a school-sponsored event
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Data Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System 
(YRBSS) 2009 National Youth Risk Behavior Survey Overview. Available from URL: http://
www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/yrbs/pdf/us_overview_yrbs.pdf.

Understanding School Violence:

Read the CDC “Understanding School Violence Fact Sheet” handout.
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The Social-Ecological Model:  Use the CDC guide ]to brainstorm factors on 
each level of the social-ecological model that relate to violence in the school.
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Asset Mapping:

1) Identify the Purpose:

2) Prepare the Strategy:

3) Gather the Assets:

4) Map the Assets:
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BACKGROUND RESEARCH:

Find a credible source online to gather more information about school violence.

Info Type: Information:

Source 
(title, author, name of 

site, date, and URL 

below)

Important 

Evidence #1 
(statistic, results of 

research, etc.)

Based on the 

evidence above, 

what solutions for  

this risk/protective 

factor might work?

Important 

Evidence #2 
(statistic, results of 

research, etc.)

Based on the 

evidence above, 

what solutions for  

this risk/protective 

factor might work?

Summary of 

Article
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Identify Solutions: 

Review your asset map and research findings. Discuss the information you gathered and 

select a risk factor or protective factor to focus on in order to prevent or reduce school 

violence. 

Write your factor-outcome focus area below:

 Risk or Protective Factor:

 Outcome:

Now you will propose a SMART intervention, aimed at improving the school climate and 

reducing & preventing violence. Ensure your intervention is aligned to your risk/protective 

factor. 

Use the space below to brainstorm your intervention, then fill out the Intervention Proposal 

on the next page.

BRAINSTORM SPACE:
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Intervention Proposal:

Risk/Protective Factor:

Name of Intervention:

Description:

How is this intervention SMART?

Specific:

Measurable:

Achievable (yet Ambitious!):

Relevant:

Time-bound:

How would your intervention be evaluated in order to determine how it worked 

and whether it was successful or not?
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Final Presentation:

Prepare a 3-5 minute team oral presentation that includes the following:

• Introduction to Problem

• Presentation of Asset Map

• Summary of research findings

• Intervention Description 

Each team member should contribute to the presentation equally. Practice as a 

team to ensure you are professional, clear, concise, and engaging. Be sure to plan 

your opening and closing as well as transitions between team members.
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Rubric: 

Your survey, final report, and final presentation will be evaluated using the criteria below. 

Obj. 7.12:  Identify and develop assets in a community to prevent violence.Obj. 7.12:  Identify and develop assets in a community to prevent violence.Obj. 7.12:  Identify and develop assets in a community to prevent violence.Obj. 7.12:  Identify and develop assets in a community to prevent violence.Obj. 7.12:  Identify and develop assets in a community to prevent violence.

Needs 
Improvement

Emerging 
Mastery

Partial Mastery Mastery

ASSET	  MAP

Achieved	  1	  or	  less	  of	  

5	  factors:	  	  1)	  Clear	  

purpose;	  	  2)	  Aligned	  

assets;	  3)	  Neat	  and	  

easy	  to	  understand;	  

4)	  Professional;	  5)	  

Thorough	  inventory	  

of	  assets

Achieved	  2	  of	  5	  factors:	  	  

1)	  Clear	  purpose;	  	  2)	  

Aligned	  assets;	  3)	  Neat	  

and	  easy	  to	  understand;	  

4)	  Professional;	  5)	  

Thorough	  inventory	  of	  

assets

Achieved	  3	  of	  5	  factors:	  	  1)	  

Clear	  purpose;	  	  2)	  Aligned	  

assets;	  3)	  Neat	  and	  easy	  to	  

understand;	  4)	  

Professional;	  5)	  Thorough	  

inventory	  of	  assets

Achieved	  at	  least	  4	  of	  5	  

factors:	  	  1)	  Clear	  purpose;	  	  

2)	  Aligned	  assets;	  3)	  Neat	  

and	  easy	  to	  understand;	  4)	  

Professional;	  5)	  Thorough	  

inventory	  of	  assets

INTERVENTION

Effort:	  Idea	  is	  

incomplete

Quality:	  

DescripDon	  

incomplete	  or	  

confusing.

Effec:veness:	  

Missing	  or	  

incomplete	  SMART	  

criteria	  and	  

evaluaDon	  plan	  

Effort:	  Idea	  lacks	  

originality

Quality:	  DescripDon	  

somewhat	  unclear	  

Effec:veness:	  Clear	  

but	  is	  not	  convincing	  

or	  does	  not	  meet	  

SMART	  criteria	  or	  

have	  a	  logical	  

evaluaDon	  plan	  

Effort:	  Somewhat	  

CreaDve	  but	  may	  lack	  

originality	  

Quality:	  DescripDon	  

provides	  fairly	  clear	  

explanaDon

Effec:veness:	  Clear	  but	  

is	  only	  somewhat	  

convincing	  or	  does	  not	  

meet	  SMART	  criteria	  or	  

have	  a	  logical	  evaluaDon	  

plan	  

Effort:	  CreaDve	  and	  

original	  intervenDon

Quality:	  DescripDon	  

provides	  clear	  

explanaDon

Effec:veness:	  Clear	  and	  

convincing;	  meets	  

SMART	  criteria,	  has	  

appropriate	  evaluaDon	  

plan	  

PRESENTATION

Missing	  presentaDon	  

or	  underprepared;	  

Not	  concise,	  clear,	  &	  

aligned;	  

unprofessional.

Not	  concise,	  clear,	  &	  

aligned;	  unprofessional	  

opening,	  closing,	  &	  

transiDons;	  one	  or	  more	  

team	  members	  did	  not	  

contribute

Concise,	  clear,	  &	  aligned;	  

professional	  at	  most	  

points;	  fairly	  smooth	  

opening,	  closing,	  &	  

transiDons;	  all	  team	  

members	  contributed,	  but	  

some	  more	  than	  others.

Concise,	  clear,	  &	  aligned;	  

professional;	  smooth	  

opening,	  closing,	  &	  

transiDons;	  all	  team	  

members	  contributed.
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