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OVERVIEW

BIG IDEA
Information on the internet should be 

approached with healthy skepticism.

OBJECTIVE
2.11 Evaluate a webpage to 

determine if the information is 

credible.

AGENDA
1. Do now & Discussion
2. Reading: Credibility
3. Practice: Two websites
4. Assess

HOMEWORK
Find one credible and one non-

credible websites on “childhood 

obesity” and explain how you made 

your assessment of credibility.

LESSON 2.11  

Credibility
SUMMARY: 

This lesson will equip students with a  basic 
primer on credible sources on the Internet. 
Students will begin by identifying how they know 
if a source on the internet can be trusted for 
reliable information. Then, with a partner, they 
will brainstorm two different types of websites 
they have used and identify the defining 
characteristics of information on that type of 
site. Next, students will be introduced to three 
elements of determining credibility: the URL, 
information on the perimeter of the site, and the 
sources referenced. To practice, students will 
perform a Google search to identify two sites 
and determine whether they are credible. 



DO	
  NOW:	
  Students	
  may	
  list	
  things	
  like:	
  
author,	
  doesn’t	
  include	
  personal	
  
opinion/bias,	
  etc.	
  	
  If	
  students	
  seem	
  like	
  
they	
  are	
  struggling,	
  navigate	
  on	
  screen	
  
(if	
  possible)	
  to	
  a	
  site	
  with	
  
untrustworthy	
  informaAon	
  (ex:	
  dieAng	
  
websites	
  and	
  herbal	
  supplement	
  
websites	
  are	
  plenAful)	
  and	
  scroll	
  along	
  
to	
  show	
  students	
  the	
  page.	
  Once	
  they	
  
are	
  looking	
  at	
  an	
  actual	
  webpage,	
  
more	
  ideas	
  may	
  come	
  to	
  them.	
  If	
  
students	
  have	
  access	
  to	
  their	
  own	
  
personal	
  computers	
  in	
  the	
  classroom,	
  
direct	
  them	
  to	
  an	
  unreliable	
  site	
  so	
  
they	
  can	
  look	
  through	
  themselves.
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DISCUSS:	
  The	
  purpose	
  of	
  this	
  short	
  
acAvity	
  is	
  to	
  open	
  students	
  minds	
  to	
  
the	
  many	
  purposes	
  of	
  informaAon	
  on	
  
the	
  internet	
  and	
  to	
  help	
  them	
  orient	
  
themselves	
  to	
  the	
  ways	
  they	
  approach	
  
Internet	
  informaAon.	
  By	
  examining	
  a	
  
type	
  of	
  site	
  like	
  social	
  media	
  or	
  blogs,	
  
students	
  will	
  be	
  more	
  aware	
  of	
  how	
  
the	
  way	
  they	
  think	
  about	
  credibility	
  
changes	
  (or	
  should	
  change!)	
  when	
  
accessing	
  different	
  types	
  of	
  content	
  
online	
  and	
  looking	
  for	
  informaAon	
  for	
  
different	
  purposes.	
  



Ask	
  students:	
  	
  Can	
  you	
  think	
  of	
  other	
  
words	
  to	
  describe	
  credibility?
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NEW	
  INFO:	
  	
  For	
  more	
  informaAon,	
  a	
  
great	
  source	
  from	
  Berkeley	
  is:	
  hKp://
www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/
Guides/Internet/Evaluate.html
In	
  addiAon,	
  the	
  Purdle	
  OWL	
  website	
  
provides	
  excellent	
  informaAon	
  at:	
  
hKps://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
resource/553/01/	
  

THE	
  URL:	
  	
  This	
  is	
  a	
  good	
  Ame	
  to	
  give	
  
students	
  a	
  short	
  list	
  of	
  website	
  URLs	
  
that	
  have	
  GREAT	
  and	
  CREDIBLE	
  health	
  
informaAon:	
  These	
  might	
  include:	
  	
  
cdc.gov,	
  nih.gov,	
  kidshealth.org,	
  
webmd.com,	
  google.com/scholar,	
  etc.

THE	
  PERIMETER:	
  	
  Show	
  students	
  a	
  few	
  
examples	
  of	
  actual	
  webpages	
  so	
  they	
  
can	
  see	
  the	
  various	
  ways	
  that	
  this	
  
informaAon	
  can	
  be	
  laid	
  out	
  around	
  the	
  
perimeter.

THE	
  SOURCES:	
  	
  Navigate	
  to	
  an	
  topic	
  
page	
  on	
  wikipedia.org	
  to	
  show	
  
students	
  how	
  footnoAng	
  is	
  used	
  to	
  link	
  
directly	
  to	
  sources.	
  Then	
  find	
  a	
  few	
  
other	
  sites	
  where	
  this	
  is	
  done	
  in	
  
various	
  ways.	
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THINK:	
  	
  Example	
  websites	
  that	
  could	
  be	
  
used	
  include:	
  
1.	
  hKp://www.wikihow.com/Build-­‐Muscle
2.	
  hKp://www.askmen.com/sports/
bodybuilding_150/193_fitness_Ap.html,	
  
3.	
  hKp://www.bodybuilding.com/store/
musclegain.htm	
  
4.	
  hKp://www.webmd.com/fitness-­‐
exercise/features/build-­‐muscle-­‐beKer-­‐
health

ASSESS:	
  	
  Answers
1.	
  the	
  URL,	
  2.	
  the	
  perimeter,	
  3.	
  the	
  sources	
  
(more	
  informaAon	
   should	
  be	
   provided	
   to	
  
explain)
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HOMEWORK:	
  	
  The	
  purpose	
  of	
  this	
  
assignment	
  is	
  to	
  give	
  students	
  one	
  more	
  
opportunity	
  to	
  pracAce,	
  in	
  a	
  content	
  area	
  
that	
  will	
  be	
  relevant	
  to	
  the	
  upcoming	
  case	
  
study.	
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