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HEALTH	  SCIENCE 1

OVERVIEW

BIG IDEA
Healthcare careers are growing faster 

than other occupations. 

OBJECTIVE
15.5: Evaluate factors that influence 

personal interest in health science 

careers.

AGENDA
1. Healthcare Job Outlook
2. Your Career Interests
3. The Healthcare Industry (reading)
4. Health Careers Web (project)

HOMEWORK
Reflect upon your career interests, 

including any changes in your 

interests, factors you consider 

important in guiding your interests, and 

ways you anticipate your interests may 

change in the future.

LESSON 15.5  

Intro to Health 
Science Careers
SUMMARY: 

Students will consider and learn about a variety of 
health science careers in this lesson. First, they will 
analyze a graph depicting job outlook for major 
occupational areas. Then they will reflect upon their 
own career interests. Next they will complete a 
reading providing a good foundation for thinking 
about the limitless options for careers in healthcare. 
Finally, students will work with partners or groups to 
create a web depicting an organized view of many 
health care careers.

STANDARDS:
Common	  Core	  ELA/Literacy	  -‐	  CCRA.SL.1:	  	  Prepare	  for	  and	  par+cipate	  
effec+vely	  in	  a	  range	  of	  conversa+ons	  and	  collabora+ons	  with	  
diverse	  partners,	  building	  on	  others'	  ideas	  and	  expressing	  their	  own	  
clearly	  and	  persuasively.
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DO	  NOW:	  	  Answer	  key:
1. Healthcare	  (29%)
2. Personal	  Care	  &	  Service	  (27%)	  and	  

Community	  &	  Social	  Service	  (24%)
3. Some	  possible	  reasons:	  The	  Baby	  Boomer	  

genera+on	  is	  aging,	  life	  expectancy	  and	  
ability	  to	  save	  people	  from	  illness/disease/
injury	  have	  improved	  (due	  to	  new	  research,	  
medica+ons,	  devices,	  procedures,	  etc.),	  
changes	  in	  policy	  place	  greater	  priori+es	  on	  
healthcare	  and	  expand	  its	  reach,	  more	  
uninsured	  or	  underinsured	  may	  be	  gePng	  
coverage,	  etc.

DISCUSS:	  	  
These	  ques+ons 	  can	  be	   used	   no	  maRer	   what	  
type 	  of	  class 	  and	  how	  students 	  are	  recruited.	  in	  
a 	  course	  with	  students 	  who	  all	  elec+vely	  chose	  
to	  be 	  there,	  most	  will 	  already	   have 	  inclina+ons	  
toward	   health	   science	  careers.	   In 	  a 	  tradi+onal	  
science	   course,	   only	   a 	   few	   students 	   may	   be	  
interested.	  Message	  to	  students	  that	  regardless	  
of	  their	  ul+mate	  interests	  now	  or	   in	  the 	  past,	   it	  
is 	   useful	   for	   everyone	   to	   dig	   deeply	   into	   a	  
possible 	  career	  sector.	  Even	  if	  they	  don’t	  end	  up	  
choosing	  it,	  a	  founda+onal 	  understanding	  of	  the	  
scope	  of	   health	  science	  careers 	  will 	  help	  them	  
be	  more	  informed	  healthcare	  consumers.	  
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READ:	  	  
Consider having students read in small 
groups and share out (within groups) their 
answers to each “pause” question after a 
few silent minutes of think time.

HEALTH	  SCIENCE 3
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THINK:	  	  
Provide	   student	   pairs 	   or	   teams	   with	   butcher	  
paper,	   poster	   paper,	   or	   larger	   paper.	   Computer	  
paper	   can	   be 	   used	   if	   needed,	   but	   it	   may	   be	  
difficult	  for	  students	  to	  “cram	  in”	  everything.	  

One	  great	   resource 	  to	  direct	  students 	  to	  is:	   the	  
BLS	  government	  handbook	  of	  careers,	  found	  at:	  

h9p://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/
home.htm

This	  website	  will	  be	  used	  in	  more	  depth	  in	  
lesson	  15.7	  and	  15.8	  but	  it	  won’t	  hurt	  for	  
students	  to	  explore	  it	  ahead	  of	  +me	  and	  it	  will	  
be	  a	  useful	  resource	  as	  they	  create	  their	  webs.

Consider	  having	  students	  present	  their	  final	  
webs	  in	  a	  short	  (30sec	  -‐	  1m)	  informal	  
presenta+on.

HEALTH	  SCIENCE 4

HOMEWORK:
The	  purpose	  of	  this	  assignment	  is	  to	  get	  
students	  to	  sort	  out	  all	  of	  the	  informa+on	  and	  
new	  careers	  they	  may	  have	  discovered	  or	  
considered	  and	  reflect	  again	  on	  their	  own	  
personal	  interests.	  Iden+fying	  factors	  that	  
influence	  their	  interests	  (e.g.,	  money,	  flexibility,	  
type	  of	  work,	  etc.)	  they	  might	  realize	  what	  their	  
mo+va+ons	  and	  influences	  are,	  which	  will	  help	  
them	  beRer	  iden+fy	  the	  right	  career	  “fit.”
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