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OVERVIEW

BIG IDEA
Global poverty on the micro and 

macro level are major drivers of health 

disparities.

OBJECTIVE
13.5: Describe the burdens on health 

caused by global poverty.

AGENDA
1. 1.2 Billion
2. The Biggest Enemy
3. The Troubling Tale of Poverty
4. The Facts
5. Take Action

HOMEWORK
Come up with one way you can have 

an impact on reducing global 

poverty. Write a 1-page paper 

describing your idea.

LESSON 13.5  

Global Poverty
SUMMARY: 

Students will identify the impact of global poverty on 
health. They will begin by grappling with a 
staggering number: 1.2 billion (the # worldwide living 
in extreme poverty). Then they will discuss a 
statement about poverty being the greatest threat 
to health. Next they will read an overview of global 
poverty and some facts about poverty. Finally they 
will brainstorm and come up with one action step 
they can take to reduce poverty.

STANDARDS:
IL Learning Standard 22.B.5: Describe & explain the 
factors that influence health among individuals, groups, 
& communities.
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DO	  NOW:	  	  
The	  word	  “looks”	  is	  tricky	  here.	  Students	  should	  
realize	  that	  the	  way	  poverty	  “looks”	  can	  be	  
decep;ve.	  But	  our	  visual	  observa;ons	  about	  
the	  world	  around	  us	  are	  also	  a	  constant	  frame	  
of	  reference.	  Ask	  students	  if	  they	  can	  think	  of	  a	  
be@er	  word.	  

DISCUSS:	  	  
Ask	  students 	  if	   they	   understand	   the 	  difference	  
between	  micro	  and	  macro	   level 	  poverty.	   Each	  
level,	   from	  macro	  at	   the	  extreme	  (government	  
level)	  to	  the	  local	  (community	   level	  of	  poverty),	  
down	   to	   micro	   level 	   (individuals	   wealth,	   job	  
status,	   resources,	   etc.)	   are	   influen;al 	   on	   the	  
overall	  state	  of	  poverty,	  and	  thus	  health.
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NEW	  INFO:	  
This 	  WHO	   source 	   (h@p://www.who.int/topics/
poverty/en/)	   is 	  a 	  good	  launch	  point,	   but	   there	  
are 	   several	   other	   great	   sources 	   on	   this	   topic	  
online.	  	  See:
h@p://www.globalpovertyproject.com/
h@p://www.brookings.edu/research/topics/
global-‐poverty
h@p://www.globalissues.org/ar;cle/26/poverty-‐
facts-‐and-‐stats
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THINK:
Consider	  a	  crea;ve	  way	  of	  presen;ng	  out	  these	  
facts.	  They	   could	  be	  printed	  and	  cut	  up	  so	  that	  
students	   could	   read	   them	   one	   by	   one,	   or	  
students	  can	  just	  use	  their	  worksheets	  and	  go	  in	  
order	  reading	  them	  one 	  by	  one.	   	  Ul;mately,	  try	  
to	   create	  a 	  serious 	  and	  contempla;ve	  tone	   in	  
the	  classroom	  as	  these	  gripping	  facts 	  are	  being	  
shared.	   	   If	   ;me	  permits,	   give 	  students	   a	   few	  
minutes 	  to	  verbally	   reflect	   and	   respond	  with	  a	  	  
short	  class	  discussion.

HOMEWORK:	  The	  purpose	  of	  this 	  assignment	  is	  
to	   again	   help	   students 	   feel 	  more	   empowered	  
and	   think	   about	   what	   differences 	   they	   could	  
make,	  however	  small.	  
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