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OVERVIEW

BIG IDEA
Clean water for drinking and sanitary 

needs is a basic human right that 

millions in our world live without.

OBJECTIVE
13.3: Discuss costs, limitations, and 

benefits of possible interventions for 

global health issues.

AGENDA
1. The Global Water Crisis
2. Out of Sight, Out of Mind?
3. Water Issues Roundtable

HOMEWORK
Research two different ways you might 

take action to help improve access to 

clean water and compare their costs, 

limitations, & benefits.

LESSON 13.3  

Clean Water
SUMMARY: 

Students will demonstrate an understanding of the 
global clean water crisis upon completion of this 
lesson. Students will begin by grappling with some 
statistics, identifying causes and effects of unclean 
water. Next they will reflect upon their level of 
awareness and power (or perceived powerlessness) 
to address this global health issue. Finally, they will 
engage in a “roundtable” discussion where they will 
bring some basic background research on a 
particular clean water related topic to the 
conversation. 

STANDARDS:
IL Learning Standard 23.B.5: Understand the effects of 
healthy living on individuals and their future generations  
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DO	
  NOW:	
  	
  
Check	
  students	
  background	
  understanding	
  on	
  
the	
  following:	
  define	
  a	
  latrine,	
  what	
  is	
  
wastewater?,	
  untreated	
  vs.	
  par<ally	
  treated	
  
wastewater	
  (why	
  do	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  “treat”	
  it	
  and	
  
what	
  does	
  this	
  mean?),	
  what	
  does	
  “defecate	
  in	
  
the	
  open”	
  mean?

DISCUSS:	
  	
  
Very	
   few	
  students,	
  if	
  any,	
  may	
  already	
  be	
  aware	
  
of	
   the	
   extent	
   of	
   the	
   global	
   water	
   quality	
  
problem.	
   Use	
  this 	
  opportunity	
   to	
   get	
   them	
   to	
  
also	
  reflect	
  on	
  the	
  reasons 	
  Americans 	
  are 	
  oIen	
  
unaware	
  of	
  global	
  reali<es.
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THINK:	
  	
  
Students can also propose their own topics. 
The type of information and understandings 
students will bring to the “roundtable” will 
vary greatly, as the prompt is fairly open 
ended. That is okay! It will add depth, 
variety, and context to the discussion. If the 
class conversation seems to ramble or jump 
around at the start, pause students and say 
something like: “When you present, try to 
make connections to previous topics or 
comments made by other students. 
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HOMEWORK:	
  	
  
The	
  purpose 	
  of	
  this 	
  homework	
  assignment	
  is 	
  to	
  
give 	
   students 	
   a 	
   chance 	
   to	
   prac<ce	
   cri<quing	
  
interven<ons 	
  in	
   terms 	
  of	
   cost,	
   limita<ons,	
   and	
  
benefits.	
   For	
   example,	
   if	
   a 	
   student	
   finds 	
   an	
  
organiza<on	
  that	
  sells	
  water	
  boMles	
  for	
  $35	
  but	
  
gives 	
  $10	
   of	
   that	
   cost	
   to	
  community	
   efforts 	
  in	
  
villages 	
   in	
   Africa 	
   to	
   support	
   development	
   of	
  
clean	
  drinking	
  water	
  infrastructure,	
  what	
  are	
  the	
  
costs,	
  benefits,	
  and	
  limita<ons	
  of	
  this	
  ac<on?
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