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OVERVIEW

BIG IDEA
The U.S. healthcare system needs to 

be reformed.

OBJECTIVE
11.7: Identify strengths and 

weaknesses of the U.S. healthcare 

system

AGENDA
1. Good or Bad?
2. Money Driven Medicine Film
3. Strengths & Weaknesses
4. 12-Country Comparison Reading

HOMEWORK
Choose one country that embodies a 

health care system that the U.S. could 

learn from. Choose 3 factors that 

represent the differences in their 

system compared to the US, & form a 

set of recommendations.

LESSON 11.7  

Healthcare 
Models
SUMMARY: 

This lesson will provide data demonstrating how the 
U.S. health care system performs and compares to 
that of other industrialized nations. Students will 
begin with their own opinions. Then they will watch a 
documentary (Money Driven Medicine) and identify 
strengths and weaknesses in our system. Finally, they 
will work with a team to dissect and draw 
conclusions from a high-level comparison of 12 
countries’ health cares systems.

STANDARDS:
IL Learning Standard 22.B:  Describe and explain the 
factors that influence health among individuals, groups, 
and communities.
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DO	
  NOW:	
  	
  
This	
  prompt	
  uses	
  the	
  extremes	
  (proud	
  vs.	
  
ashamed)	
  to	
  incite	
  an	
  emo6onal	
  connec6on	
  to	
  
the	
  topic	
  among	
  students.	
  Ask	
  students	
  
whether	
  their	
  own	
  experiences	
  or	
  data	
  from	
  
this	
  module	
  are	
  more	
  influen6al	
  on	
  their	
  
opinion.

MONEY	
  DRIVEN	
  MEDICINE:	
  	
  
Money	
   Driven	
  Medicine,	
   a 	
  2009	
   documentary	
  
(Run	
  6me:	
  86	
  minutes	
  in	
  en6rety),	
  can	
  be 	
  found	
  
at:	
  hJp://moneydrivenmedicine.org/

Recommenda)on:	
   Do	
   not	
   purchase	
   the	
  
film,	
  but	
   rather	
  RENT	
   it	
  on	
   Amazon.com	
  
for	
  $1.99	
  for	
  7-­‐days.

In	
  case 	
  6me	
  is	
  limited	
  and	
  the	
  en6re	
  film	
  cannot	
  
be	
  watched	
  (or	
   instructor	
  simply	
   prefers 	
  not	
   to	
  
show	
  the	
  en6rety),	
   there	
  are	
  a 	
  number	
  of	
  clips	
  
available	
  on	
  the	
  site:
hJp://www.moneydrivenmedicine.org/video-­‐
gallery

2NATIONAL HEALTH	
  

http://moneydrivenmedicine.org/
http://moneydrivenmedicine.org/
http://www.moneydrivenmedicine.org/video-gallery
http://www.moneydrivenmedicine.org/video-gallery
http://www.moneydrivenmedicine.org/video-gallery
http://www.moneydrivenmedicine.org/video-gallery


Lesson 11.7 Instructor Guide                          MODULE 11: HEALTH POLICY

READ:	
  	
  
The	
  PDF	
  of	
  this 	
  14-­‐page	
  ar6cle	
  is 	
  available	
  in	
  the	
  
resources.	
  It	
  can	
  also	
  be	
  accessed	
  at:	
  
hJp://www.commonwealthfund.org/~/media/
Files/Publica6ons/Issue%20Brief/2011/Jul/
1532_Squires_US_hlt_sys_comparison_12_na6
ons_intl_brief_v2.pdf

Recommenda6on:	
   Print	
   one	
   hard	
   copy	
   per	
  
group	
  and	
  have	
  computers/tablets 	
  available 	
  for	
  
students	
   to	
   access	
   online	
   (if	
   possible).	
  
Alterna6vely	
  a 	
  class 	
  set	
   could	
  be 	
  made	
  and	
  re-­‐
used	
  across	
  periods.
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THINK:	
  	
  

Students	
   benefit	
   from	
   being	
   challenged	
   to	
   do	
  
their	
   own	
   organizing	
   of	
   the	
   informa6on,	
  
especially	
   for	
  a	
  complex	
  set	
  of	
  informa6on	
  such	
  
as	
  this.	
  

However,	
   for	
   younger	
   learners	
   or	
   those	
   who	
  
may	
   not	
  have	
  these	
  higher	
  order	
  skills 	
  yet,	
  one	
  
(or	
  a	
  few)	
  possible	
  organizing	
  tool 	
  formats 	
  could	
  
be	
  demonstrated	
  or	
  provided.
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HOMEWORK:	
  	
  

The	
  purpose	
  of	
  this 	
  homework	
  assignment	
  is 	
  to	
  
have	
   students 	
   take 	
   their	
   learning	
   to	
   the 	
  next	
  
level 	
  of	
   Bloom’s	
  Taxonomy.	
   They	
   have 	
  already	
  
made 	
   a 	
   conclusion	
   from	
   the 	
   data 	
  with	
   their	
  
team,	
   but	
   now	
   they	
   are	
   being	
   challenged	
   to	
  
eva l ua te 	
   t he 	
   i n fo rma6on	
   and	
   make	
  
recommenda6ons.
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