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OVERVIEW

BIG IDEA
Is basic health care a right, privilege, 

or responsibility?

OBJECTIVE
11.2: Evaluate arguments to determine 

whether basic health care is a right, 

privilege, or responsibility

AGENDA
1. Right? Privilege? Responsibility?
2. Differing Positions
3. Sources of Health Care Payments
4. Debate Prep
5. Debate

HOMEWORK
Evaluate Jose’s case and make 

defensible arguments for healthcare 

as a right, privilege, and responsibility.

LESSON 11.2  

Right, Privilege, 
Responsibility...? 
SUMMARY: 

This lesson will challenge students to evaluate their 
own beliefs about healthcare and health policy by 
posing the question: Is healthcare a right, privilege, 
or responsibility?  First, students will jot down an initial 
take on the question. Then they will review some 
general definitions of each of these positions and try 
to assign them to three different viewpoints.  Next 
they will evaluate data showing where health 
payments come from. Finally, they will be assigned a 
viewpoint to defend in a scenarios-based 
multifaceted debate which will give the whole class 
a chance to participate.       

STANDARDS:
NHES 4.12.1: Use skills for communicating effectively with 
family, peers, and others to enhance health.
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DO	
  NOW:	
  	
  

This 	
  is 	
  a 	
  great	
   place	
   for	
   a 	
  Think-­‐Pair-­‐Share,	
   so	
  
that	
  students	
  have	
  a	
  chance	
  to	
  bounce	
  ideas	
  off	
  
others	
  at	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  class.

THINK:	
  	
  
1. Privilege
2. Right
3. Responsibility
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NEW	
  INFO:	
   	
  Ask	
  students,	
   “Why	
   does	
  America	
  
have	
  the	
  most	
   expensive 	
  health	
  care?	
   	
  Why	
   is	
  
the	
   actual 	
   cost	
   of	
   health	
   services 	
   kept	
   from	
  
paGents	
  upfront?”

THINK:	
   	
   This 	
  debate 	
  acGvity	
   could	
  be	
  done 	
  in	
  
several 	
  way.	
  Here	
  are	
  two	
  opGons:	
   	
  1)	
  	
  Assign	
  3	
  
students	
   to	
   each	
   statement;	
   each	
   should	
   be	
  
assigned	
  to	
  represent,	
  prep,	
  &	
  argue	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  
three	
   viewpoints.	
   	
   2)	
   	
   Assign	
   one	
   (or	
   two)	
  
student(s)	
  to	
  each	
  statement	
  and	
  allow	
  them	
  to	
  
determine	
   their	
   posiGon	
   and	
   apply	
   it	
   to	
   the	
  
scenario.	
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HOMEWORK:	
   	
  The	
  purpose	
  of	
  this 	
  homework	
  
assignment	
   is 	
   to	
   give	
   students 	
   an	
   addiGonal	
  
scenario	
   to	
   consider,	
   aPer	
   having	
   heard	
   a	
  
variety	
   of	
   viewpoints 	
   during	
   the	
   in-­‐class	
  
debates,	
  and	
  one	
  final 	
  chance 	
  to	
  synthesize 	
  the	
  
leading	
   arguments	
   for	
   each	
   posiGon	
   in	
   an	
  
example	
  scenario.

ASSESS	
  ANSWERS:	
  	
  
1. RIGHT:	
  The	
  Act	
  recognizes	
  that	
  people	
  should	
  
not	
   be 	
  denied	
   preventaGve 	
   services	
   if	
   they	
  
cannot	
  pay;	
  therefore,	
  they	
  have	
  made	
  them	
  
free.	
  

2. PRIVILEGE:	
   Only	
   people	
   who	
   can	
   pay	
   for	
  
healthcare	
  are	
  able	
  to	
  receive	
  healthcare.	
  

3. RESPONSIBILITY:	
   IncenGves	
   are	
   given	
   to	
  
people	
   who	
   take	
   care	
   of	
   themselves	
  
demonstraGng	
   that	
   people	
  can	
   control 	
  their	
  
health	
  and	
  should	
  take	
  care	
  of	
  themselves.	
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