Lesson 10.7 Instructor Guide

MODULE 10: ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

OVERVIEW

BIG IDEA

Environmental Justice will be achieved
when everyone enjoys the same degree
of protection from environmental and
health hazards and equal access to the
decision-making process to have a
healthy environment in which to live,
learn, and work.

OBJECTIVE

10.7: Discuss environmental justice and
the impact of environmental health
disparities.

AGENDA
1. The Facts

2. What is Environmental Justice?
3. Presidential Proclamation
4. Data Mining for EJ

HOMEWORK

Develop aresponse to the problems of
disparities in environmental health. Think
creatively!

LEssoN 10.7

Environmental
Justice

SUMMARY:

This lesson will spark students to start thinking and living in a
more environmental justice oriented manner. Students will
begin by reading some staggering facts about the state of
environmental INjustice in our nation. Then they will learn the
EPA’s definition of environmental justice. Next, they will read
and reflect upon President Obama’s Proclamation from Feb
2014 regarding environmental justice. Finally, students will
navigate to a database with all sorts of environmental
information, seeking information on the state of their
community.

STANDARDS:
NHES 1.12.3: Analyze how environment and personal health are
interrelated.

IL Learning Standard 22.C: Explain how the environment can affect
health.
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ORy. 10.7: Discuss esvironmental justice and the impact of esvironmental health duparities

g The Facts DO NOW:
A Commission for Rocial Justice study found thet theee of the five lorgest waste fockities deol . .
oot et et e s Chalie! St i Aot S0 ricov St R T el Ask students to share their reflections.
olso showed that three out of every five African American and Lotinas live in areas neor 1acic waile 1iTed, &4 Open up a “parking |Ot” for questions that
well a3 Bor in crecs where the levels of poverty ore well abowe the notional oweroge.
Source. wwe 3ircmeng g students have and encourage students to
Reflect wpon the facts sbove add questions they hope to have answered

in the lesson. Be sure to circle back to the
, questions at the end of the lesson or the
following class.
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What is Environmental Justice?

Read the EPA definmion of environmental justice below. As you read, circle, highlight, underiine, or
mark up In some way words that stand-out or seem especialy important

EnVironmendal JUSHKE S +he fair +reatment and meaningsul DISCUSS:

involvemen+ OFf 3l PEOPIE reaardiess Of race. COlor. na+ional

origin. or inCome wi+h resPec+ +0 +he JeveloPmen+. The EPA website has a wealth of additional
imelemen+a+ion. and ensorcemen+t 0f environmen+al laws. information on this topic!

resula+ions. and POICIES. EPA has +hiS 903l SOr all CommuNi+ies

dnd PErSONS across +his Nation. I+ will b achieved when http://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/
EVEryone enjoys +he Same Jesree of Pro+ec+ion from

ENVIronmeENn+al and health haZards and eUal ICCESS +0 +he

JECiSION-making ProCess +0 haVe 3 heal+hy environmen+ in which
40 live, learn, and work.

Sousce: EM, hap Jlwown eha gev envoonrestabatis)
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Read the Presidential Prociamation from President Obama and discuss the questions
that follow.
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NEW INFO:

Focus on Q3 to try to spark students reactions.

e

1. What are some examples of ways that environmental hazards might reduce opportunities for
residents of low-income neighborhoods, communities of color, and tribal sres?

2. According to President Obama’s Proclamation, what role does the government play In
reducing enviconmental health dsparities?

3. Do you think Obama’s Proclamation was effective? Wi or why not?
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% Data Mining for Environmental Justice in Your Community
T
1. Team up! Together, navigate online 10 Scorecard--The Pollution Information Site a:
< e ) 0 el

2. Search for your community using your zipsosde
3. Explore the websie and the wealth of data provided. Take notes on what you fnd in the box below.
4. Select the most striling, imgortant, or interesting data you find and prepare 1o share with the dass.

---------- D T T T T

THINK:

This website gives students specific information
such as the list of leading polluters (companies)
in their state or geographic location. Give
students to the autonomy to explore the site
and data in the least restrictive manner
possible. Whatever they deem important in the
data IS indeed important, as long as they can
explain a logical rationale or evidence for their
prioritization.

\
%“ Your Summary

Descride envircnmaental justice and give one example of an istervention or solution that can
help reverse esviroseental health disparities

HOMEWORK:

— The purpose of this homework assignment is to
Wk
| Your Response get students to feel empowered by the small
— role they can play in the environmental justice

After data mining to see what Is going on In your community, develop a response to the problems movement.

of dsparities in emvironmental heakth. Think creatively--what could you do 10 make a small

comridution 10 the environmental justice movement?
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