
Lesson	
  10.7	
  Instructor	
  Guide         MODULE	
  10:	
  ENVIRONMENTAL	
  HEALTH

NATIONAL HEALTH	
   1

OVERVIEW

BIG IDEA
Environmental Justice will be achieved 
when everyone enjoys the same degree 
of protection from environmental and 
health hazards and equal access to the 
decision-making process to have a 
healthy environment in which to live, 
learn, and work.

OBJECTIVE
10.7: Discuss environmental justice and 
the impact of environmental health 
disparities.

AGENDA
1. The Facts
2. What is Environmental Justice?
3. Presidential Proclamation
4. Data Mining for EJ

HOMEWORK
Develop a response to the problems of 
disparities in environmental health. Think 
creatively!

LESSON	
  10.7	
  	
  
Environmental	
  
Jus0ce
SUMMARY:	
  

This	
  lesson	
  will	
  spark	
  students	
  to	
  start	
  thinking	
  and	
  living	
  in	
  a	
  
more	
  environmental	
  jus6ce	
  oriented	
  manner.	
  Students	
  will	
  
begin	
  by	
  reading	
  some	
  staggering	
  facts	
  about	
  the	
  state	
  of	
  
environmental	
  INjus6ce	
  in	
  our	
  na6on.	
  Then	
  they	
  will	
  learn	
  the	
  
EPA’s	
  defini6on	
  of	
  environmental	
  jus6ce.	
  Next,	
  they	
  will	
  read	
  
and	
  reflect	
  upon	
  President	
  Obama’s	
  Proclama6on	
  from	
  Feb	
  
2014	
  regarding	
  environmental	
  jus6ce.	
  Finally,	
  students	
  will	
  
navigate	
  to	
  a	
  database	
  with	
  all	
  sorts	
  of	
  environmental	
  
informa6on,	
  seeking	
  informa6on	
  on	
  the	
  state	
  of	
  their	
  
community.	
  

STANDARDS:

NHES	
  1.12.3:	
  Analyze	
  how	
  environment	
  and	
  personal	
  health	
  are	
  
interrelated.

IL	
  Learning	
  Standard	
  22.C:	
  	
  Explain	
  how	
  the	
  environment	
  can	
  affect	
  
health.
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DO	
  NOW:	
  	
  
Ask students to share their reflections. 
Open up  a “parking lot” for questions that 
students have and encourage students to 
add questions they hope to have answered 
in the lesson. Be sure to circle back to the  
questions at the end of the lesson or the 
following class.  

DISCUSS:	
  	
  

The	
   EPA	
   website 	
   has 	
   a 	
   wealth	
   of	
   addi6onal	
  
informa6on	
  on	
  this	
  topic!

      http://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/
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NEW	
  INFO:	
  	
  

Focus	
  on	
  Q3	
  to	
  try	
  to	
  spark	
  students	
  reac6ons.	
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HOMEWORK:	
  	
  

The	
  purpose	
  of	
  this 	
  homework	
  assignment	
  is 	
  to	
  
get	
   students 	
  to	
   feel 	
  empowered	
   by	
   the 	
  small	
  
role	
  they	
   can	
  play	
   in	
  the 	
  environmental 	
  jus6ce	
  
movement.	
  

THINK:	
  	
  
This 	
  website	
  gives 	
  students	
  specific	
   informa6on	
  
such	
  as 	
  the	
  list	
  of	
  leading	
  polluters	
  (companies)	
  
in	
   their	
   state	
   or	
   geographic	
   loca6on.	
   	
   Give	
  
students	
   to	
   the	
   autonomy	
   to	
   explore	
   the 	
   site	
  
and	
   data 	
   in	
   the	
   least	
   restric6ve	
   manner	
  
possible.	
  Whatever	
   they	
   deem	
  important	
  in	
  the	
  
data 	
  IS	
   indeed	
   important,	
   as	
   long	
   as 	
  they	
   can	
  
explain	
  a	
  logical	
  ra6onale	
  or	
  evidence 	
  for	
   their	
  
priori6za6on.	
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