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OVERVIEW

BIG IDEA
Elder abuse is a vastly underreported 

problem that has devastating physical 

and mental health effects in a 

vulnerable population.

OBJECTIVE
7.6: Identify the types of elder abuse 

and the risk and protective factors for 

elder abuse.

AGENDA
1. Prevalence of Elder Abuse
2. Incidence of Elder Abuse
3. What is Elder Abuse?
4. RIsk & Protective Factors
5. Understanding Elder Abuse

HOMEWORK
Find a news story on elder abuse and 

analyze the risk factors involved.

LESSON 7.6  

Elder Abuse
SUMMARY: 

Students will grapple with the troubling problem of 
elder abuse in this lesson. They will begin by 
examining a news headline and reviewing some 
statistics on the problem in order to reflect.  Then 
they will learn about the types of elder abuse and 
the risk and protective factors for perpetration of 
elder abuse. Finally, they will work in teams to devise 
interventions to reduce elder abuse in their 
community.

STANDARDS:

NHES 1.12.5: Propose ways to reduce or prevent 
injuries and health problems



DO	  NOW:	   	  Most	  students 	  will	  be	  able 	  to	  relate	  
with	   this	   topic	   through	   their	   grandparents 	  or	  
other	   elders 	   they	   know.	   However,	   some	   may	  
have	  younger	  grandparents 	  or	  no	  grandparents	  
or	  elderly	  rela;ves.	  

One	  possible	  way	   to	   introduce	  the	   topic	   is	   to	  
show	   a 	   short	   video.	   The	   video	   “An	   Age	   for	  
J u s; ce :	   Con f ron;ng	   E l de r	   Abu se	   i n	  
America”	   (Run	   ;me:	   16:03)	   can	   be	   found	   at:	  
hMps : / /www.you tube . com/watch? v= -‐
eaJXBj87to

DISCUSS:	   	  More	  data 	  and	  sta;s;cs	  on	  violence	  
among	   the 	  elderly	   (in	  general),	   as 	  it	   compares	  
with	  violence 	  among	  other	   age 	  groups,	   can	  be	  
found	   at	   the	   US	   Dept	   of	   Jus;ce	   sta;s;cs 	   site	  
(hMp://www.b j s . gov/content/pub/pdf/
cpa6502.pdf.)	   Some	   interes;ng	   trends	   to	   have	  
students	  look	  for:	   	  1)	  violence	  decreases 	  as 	  age	  
increases;	  2)	  compared	  with	  other	  violence	  and	  
other	   age	   groups,	   robbery/the]/purse-‐
snatching	   appears 	  highest	   in	   the	   elderly	   (over	  
65).	  

Lesson 7.6 Instructor Guide         MODULE 7: VIOLENCE

COMMUNITY HEALTH 2

NEW	   INFO:	   Source:	   	   hMp://www.cdc.gov/
violencepreven;on/elderabuse/defini;ons.html
For	   more	   background	   informa;on	   on	   the	  
Consequences 	  of	   elder	   abuse,	   navigate	   to	   the	  
tab	  labeled	  “Consequences”
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NEW	   INFO:	   	   Ensure	  students 	  understand	  what	  
the	  word	  “perpetra;on”	  means.
S o u r c e :	   h M p : / / w w w . c d c . g o v /
v i o l e n c e p r e v e n ; o n / e l d e r a b u s e /
riskprotec;vefactors.html
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READ:	   	   Fact	   sheet	   can	   be	   found	   at:	   hMp://
www.cdc.gov/violencepreven;on/pdf/em-‐
factsheet-‐a.pdf	   	  or	   using	  the	  PDF	  file	  located	  in	  
the	   Resources	   folder.	   	   Ensure	   a	   class 	   set	   of	  
copies	  are	  made	  for	  the	  lesson.
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THINK:	   If	  ;me	  permits 	  have	  students 	  informally	  
present	   their	   interven;on	   ideas	   to	   the	   class.	  
Have	  one	  student	  be 	  a 	  recorder	  and	  type	  of	  the	  
interven;ons 	   in	   a	   list.	   Then	   assign	   another	  
student	   or	  team	  to	  look	  up	  addresses 	  of	  senior	  
centers 	  or	   agencies 	  that	  work	  with	  seniors	  and	  
mail 	  the	   list	   with	   a	  cover	   leMer	   explaining	   the	  
class	  assignment.	  This 	  could	  be	  offered	  for	  extra	  
credit	  if	  school 	  &	  class 	  policies 	  permit.	   	  This 	  is 	  a	  
great	  way	   to	  engage	  students 	  in	  the 	  real 	  world	  
impact	  of	  their	  daily	  work	  in	  the	  classroom.
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ASSESS:	   	   For	   answers,	   refer	   to	  the	  “New	   Info”	  
sec;on	  of	  the	  notes	  on	  elder	  abuse.
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HOMEWORK:	   	   The	  purpose	  of	   this	  homework	  
assignment	   is 	   to	   encourage	   students 	   to	   make	  
connec;ons	   to	   the	   real 	   lives 	  that	   elder	   abuse	  
impacts.	  By	  finding	  a	  news 	  story	  featuring	  a	  case	  
of	   elder	   abuse,	   students 	   can	   apply	   the	  
informa;on	   they	   learned	   from	   the 	   CDC’s	  
research	  on	  RFs	  and	  PFs	  to	  a	  real	  case.


