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OVERVIEW

BIG IDEA
The role of pharmacists is essential in 

promoting medication safety and 

efficacy for patients.

OBJECTIVE
8.1: Identify the roles pharmacists and 

pharmacy technicians play in 

providing health care. 

AGENDA
1. A Career in Pharmacy
2. Challenges & Rewards
3. The Role of Pharmacy
4. Pharmacy vs. Pharm Tech

HOMEWORK
Write two scenarios featuring a 

pharmacist and two scenarios 

featuring a pharm tech engaging in 

the everyday work of pharmacy. 

LESSON 8.1  

Introduction to 
Pharmacy
SUMMARY: 

This lesson will give students a taste of pharmacy 
through engaging learning about the role of 
pharmacy professions. Students will begin by 
watching a video and reflecting upon the 
challenges, rewards, and personal interest in the 
field of pharmacy.  Next students will read an 
overview of the role of pharmacy in healthcare and 
the changing landscape. Finally, students will 
examine the specific roles of a pharmacist and 
pharm tech and determine which role is being 
represented in short scenarios.

STANDARDS:

NHES 8.12.3: Work cooperatively as an advocate for 
improving personal, family, & community health. 
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DO	  NOW:	   	  Allow	   students 	  to	  partner	   up	  for	   a	  
few	   minutes 	   a2er	   the 	   short	   video	   to	   discuss	  
answers.	  

DISCUSS:	   	   Pharmacy	   may	   likely	   be 	   a	   health	  
profession	   students 	   have	   not	   yet	   considered	  
(even	   those 	   in	   the	   health	   professions).	  
Arranging	  a 	  field	  trip	  to	  a 	  local 	  pharmacy	  se?ng	  
could	   be	   a 	   great	   enrichment	   opportunity	   for	  
interested	   students.	   Offer	   extra 	   credit	   to	  
incenCvize 	   parCcipaCon	   if	   interest	   is	   not	  
immediate	  and	  this 	  fits	  with	  school 	  and	  course	  
policies.
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READ:	   	  The	  passage	  is 	  a 	  summary	  of	  a	  variety	  of	  
background	  sources.	   It	   does 	  not	   go	   into	  depth	  
on	  many	  interesCng	  issues 	  such	  as	  the	  history	  of	  
the	   pharm	   profession,	   MTM	   automaCon,	  
computerizaCon,	  etc.	   Some	  of	   these	  topics 	  will	  
be	   covered	   later	   in	   the	   module,	   in	   varying	  
depth,	   but	   it	   might	   be	  helpful	   for	   students	   to	  
start	   a 	   running	   list	   in	   a	   visible	   place	   in	   the	  
classroom	   documenCng	   the	   interesCng	   and	  
essenCal 	   issues	   in	   the	   pharm	   profession	   that	  
they	  can	  expect	  to	  learn	  more	  about.	  
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NEW	  INFO:	   	  A	   short	   (1m)	  video	  on	  the	  Pharm	  
Tech	   profession	   can	   be	   found	   at:	   hLps://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=I94t0ZGQrX0	  
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THINK:	  	  
1. Pharmacist
2. Pharmacy	  Technician
3. Pharmacist
4. Jim	  is 	  the	  Pharmacy	  Technician;	   Janice	  is	  the	  

Pharmacist.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I94t0ZGQrX0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I94t0ZGQrX0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I94t0ZGQrX0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I94t0ZGQrX0
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HOMEWORK:	   	  The	  purpose	  of	  this 	  homework	  
assignment	   is 	   to	   give	   students 	   the	   reigns	   in	  
imagining	  the 	  career	   of	  a 	  pharmacist	  or	   pharm	  
tech.	   Encourage	  them	  to	  apply	   their	   scenarios	  
to	  real 	  diseases	  or	   issues 	  they	  are 	  interested	  in	  
or	  have	  a	  personal	  connecCon	  with.
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