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OVERVIEW

BIG IDEA
Social workers are an integral part of 

helping to improve social, mental, and 

physical health and reduce violence 

in communities.

OBJECTIVE
7.2: Identify the roles of a social worker

AGENDA
1. What do you know?
2. All People Matter Discussion
3. What is Social Work?
4. Why Do Social Work?
5. Social Work & Violence

HOMEWORK
Identify a problem in your community 

and describe how social work might 

help to resolve it. 

LESSON 7.2  

Social Work
SUMMARY: 

Students will identify their background knowledge on 
social work and discuss the 2014 theme, “All People 
Matter” as a central theme of social work. They will 
then read about the social work profession and 
examine different ways that social workers help to 
work to reduce and prevent violence and its 
negative effects on society. 

STANDARDS:

NHES 3.12.3: Determine the accessibility of products 
and services that enhance health.



DO	  NOW:	  	  
Allow	   students 	   to	   share	   their	   answer	   with	   a	  
partner	  or	  the	  en1re	  class,	  if	  1me	  permits.

NEW	   INFO:	   	   Ask	   students,	   “What	   other	  
profess ions	   are	   cons idered	   “help ing ”	  
professions?”
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READ:	   	  Ask	  students 	  to	  share	  examples	  of	  where	  
they	   have	   encountered	   social 	   workers?	   (Ex:	  
s c h o o l ,	   h o s p i t a l s ,	   o r g a n i z a 1 o n s 	   i n	  
neighborhood,	  someone	  they	  know,	  etc.)
Ask	   students	   if	   they	   would	   be	   interested	   in	  
going	   into	   social 	  work?	  Why	   or	   why	   not?	  Ask	  
them	   what	   they	   benefits 	   and	   challenges 	  of	   a	  
career	  in	  social	  work	  might	  be.

DISCUSS:	   More 	   informa1on	   on	   this 	   can	   be	  
found	   at:	   hHp://www.socialworkers.org/
pressroom/swmonth/	   	   From	   the	  website:	   “We	  
selected	  this 	  year’s 	  theme	  and	  logo	  to	  help	  raise	  
awareness 	   about	   the	   American	   social 	   work	  
profession’s 	  116-‐year	  commitment	  to	  improving	  
soc ia l	   cond i1ons	   and	   qua l i ty	   o f	   l i fe	  
opportuni1es	   for	   everyone.	   	   Social 	   workers	  
across 	   the	   globe	   believe	   that	   all 	   people 	   have	  
dignity	  and	  deserve	  respect.

http://www.socialworkers.org/pressroom/swmonth/
http://www.socialworkers.org/pressroom/swmonth/
http://www.socialworkers.org/pressroom/swmonth/
http://www.socialworkers.org/pressroom/swmonth/
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THINK:
A	  random	  selec1on	  of	  example	  answers:
Elementary	  school:	  Repor1ng	  cases	  of	  poten1al	  
child	  abuse
College:	   In1mate	   partner	   violence	   educa1on;	  
crisis	  counseling	  
Senior	   center:	   Pa1ent/client	   advocacy	   to	  
prevent	  abandonment	  &	   neglect,	   educa1on	  on	  
elder	  abuse	  repor1ng
Military	   barracks:	   Crisis 	   counseling,	   PTSD	  
counseling,	   suicide 	   preven1on	   awareness 	   &	  
educa1on
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ASSESS:	  	  Possible	  answers:	  
1. Connec1ng	   with	   career	   opportunity	  
resources/services 	  in	  community;	  rela1onship	  
counseling	  or	   psychological 	  help	  to	  deal 	  with	  
mental	  health	  aYer	  breakup,	  connec1on	  with	  
affordable	   housing	   op1ons 	   to	   begin	   living	  
independently	  

2. Referral	   to	   child	   services 	   agency	   (possible	  
abuse/neglect);	   working	   with	   student	   to	  
counsel 	   and	   listen	   to	   determine	   possible	  
problems;	   connec1ng	   with	   tutoring,	   mental	  
health	  support,	  and	  family	  services

3. Connec1ng	   with	   governmental	   and	   agency	  
aid,	   iden1fying	   an	   appropriate	   care 	   se]ng,	  
ensuring	  a	  con1nuum	  of	  care	  between	  health	  
care 	  providers 	  and	  home	  se]ng,	   connec1ng	  
with	  social 	  supports 	  to	  prevent	  loneliness	  and	  
disconnec1on	  from	  a	  community
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HOMEWORK:	  
This 	  assignment	  will 	  challenge	  students 	  to	  make	  
connec1ons	  with	   the 	  real 	  world	   to	   determine	  
where	   social 	   workers	   are 	   located	   in	   their	  
community	  and	  what	  needs 	  are 	  being	  filled	  and	  
possibly	  going	  unfilled.	  


