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OVERVIEW

BIG IDEA
Parasitic infections are preventable 

illnesses that devastate a large 

number of people in lower income 

countries.

OBJECTIVE
13.1: Identify the types and 

characteristics of common parasitic 

infections. 

AGENDA
1. Dreaded Parasites
2. The Geography of Parasitic Infection
3. What are Parasitic Infections?
4. Know Your Bugs

HOMEWORK
Choose one of the 5 neglected 

parasitic infections in the U.S. and 

make a PSA billboard for it.

LESSON 13.2  

Parasitic 
Infections
SUMMARY: 

Students will explore the variety and nature of 
parasitic infections. They will begin by brainstorming 
any parasites they have heard of. Then they will 
discuss why certain countries or region experience a 
greater burden of parasitic infections. Next, students 
will read some background on parasitic infections 
and conduct their own background research on 
malaria and four other neglected tropical diseases 
(NTDs)

STANDARDS:
IL Learning Standard 22.C.5:  Explain how the 
environment can affect health. 
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DO	  NOW:	  	  
Students	  may	  be	  able	  to	  come	  up	  with	  a	  few	  
common	  ones	  like	  fleas,	  lice,	  tapeworm,	  etc.	  If	  
many	  in	  the	  class	  get	  stuck,	  have	  them	  take	  a	  
step	  in	  a	  different	  direc>on	  by	  thinking	  about	  
what	  they	  think	  defines	  a	  parasite.	  

DISCUSS:	  	  
Possible	   reasons:	   Climate,	   sanita>on	   (standing	  
water	   for	   mosquito	  breeding,	  public	  bathing	   in	  
bodies 	   of	   water,	   etc.),	   lack	   of	   basic	   hygeine	  
access 	  (handwashing/soap,	  etc.),	  crowded	  living	  
condi>ons,	  etc.
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NEW	   INFO:	   	   If	   a 	   computer	   &	   projector	   are	  
available,	   google	   some	   basic	   images 	   of	   the	  
different	  types	  as	  the	  students 	  read	  about	  each	  
one.	  These	  are	  likely	   to	  draw	   lots 	  of	  “oohs	  and	  
ahhs”	  and	  keep	  students	  engaged.

THINK:	  	  
Computer/tablet	   &	   internet	   access 	   will 	   be	  
needed	  Consider	   allowing	   students 	  to	  work	   in	  
groups 	  and	  divide 	  and	   conquer	   if	   they	   prefer.	  
They	   could	  each	  take	  one	  parasite 	  or	  each	  take	  
one 	  category.	  Some	  students 	  may	  prefer	  to	  work	  
in	   groups 	   all	   together	   on	   the	   same	   pace,	   in	  
pairs,	   or	   on	  their	   own.	   These	  decisions 	  may	  be	  
limited	  based	  on	  technology	  available.	  
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THINK:	  	  
The	   CDC	   website 	   is 	   a 	   great	   launch	   point	   for	  
students’	  research.	  Direct	  them	  to:

Malaria:	  hOp://www.cdc.gov/malaria/
NTDs:	  hOp://www.cdc.gov/globalhealth/ntd/
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HOMEWORK:	  	  
Although	  this 	  module	  is 	  global 	  health	  focused,	  
this 	   homework	   assignment	   will 	   help	   students	  
relate	  the	  learning	   to	  problems	  on	  a 	  domes>c	  
level 	  as 	  well.	   It	  will 	  also	  give	  them	  perspec>ve	  
on	  health	  in	  the	  US	  vs.	  other	  poor	  na>ons.	  They	  
should	  realize	  that	  although	  the	  NPIs 	  in	  the	  U.S.	  
are 	   definitely	   a 	   concern,	   the	   extent	   of	   the	  
impact	   on	   total 	   popula>on	   health	   pales 	   in	  
comparison	   with	   the	   global 	  health	   burden	   of	  
parasi>c	  infec>on.
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