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OVERVIEW

BIG	  IDEA
Accessing the wealth of research 

findings from scholarly communities is 

virtually instantaneous using online 

search tools like Google Scholar.

OBJECTIVE
10.10: Conduct an effective search for 

a journal article using Google Scholar.

AGENDA
1. Questions
2. Information at Your Fingertips
3. What is Google Scholar?
4. Steps to Using Google Scholar
5. Scavenger Hunt

HOMEWORK
Suppose you want to know the current 
state of knowledge among the public 
about carbon monoxide. Find a 
research study on this topic using 
Google Scholar, read the abstract, 
and summarize

LESSON	  10.10	  	  
Google	  Scholar
SUMMARY:	  

This lesson will help students lay an initial foundation for 
using tools for searching scholarly texts, by explaining the 
gist of Google Scholar and giving them practice using it. 
Students will begin with questions to reflect on their 
background and then discuss the changes in the 
technological landscape that have completely altered 
how scientists share and consume information in their 
fields.  Next students will read an overview about Google 
Scholar and actively review a simple step-by-step guide 
for using it. To practice, students will be paired up and 
sent off to find answers to three “scavenger hunt” 
questions by searching on Google Scholar. 

STANDARDS:

NHES 3.12.2: Use resources from home, school, and 
community that provide valid health information.



Lesson	  10.10	  Instructor	  Guide         MODULE	  10:	  ENVIRONMENTAL	  HEALTH

DO	  NOW:	   	  Have	  students	  partner	  up	  and	  share	  
their	  answers.

DISCUSS:	   	   Ask	   students,	   “What	   might	   be	  
challenging	   about	   doing	   everything	   online 	   for	  
genera>ons 	   that	   ‘grew	   up’	   using	   hard	   copies,	  
paper,	  libraries,	  etc…?
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READ:	   	   Ask	   students,	   why	   do	   you	   think	   the	  
developers 	  of	  Google 	  Scholar	  elected	  to	  use	  the	  
Isaac	   Newton	  quote,	   ““Stand	  on	   the 	  shoulders	  
of	  giants.”?	  	  
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NEW	   INFO:	   	   If	   the	   school	   has 	   access 	   to	   a	  
university	  or	  another	  partner	  to	  provide	  full-‐text	  
access 	  to	  journal	  ar>cles,	  teach	  students 	  how	  to	  
add	  the	  library	   data 	  base	  in	  the	  Google 	  Scholar	  
seLngs.	  Reach	  out	  to	  a 	  local 	  partner	  ins>tu>on	  
to	  inquire	  about	  this	  possibility.	  	  

THINK:	  	  ANSWERS	  
1. Answer:	   youth	   who	   reported	   a 	   suicide	  
aQempt	  requiring	  medical	  aQen>on

Hint:	   Search	   “suicide	   idea>on	   la>no	   substance	  
abuse”	  and	  click	  Since	  2010
Source:	  Pena,	  Juan	  B.,	  et	   al.	  "Co-‐occurring	   risk	  behaviors	  
among	   White, 	   Black,	   and	   Hispanic	   US	   high	   school	  
adolescents	   with	   suicide	   aGempts	   requiring	   medical	  
aGenIon,	   1999–2007:	   ImplicaIons	  for	   future	  prevenIon	  
iniIaIves."	  Social	  psychiatry	  and	  psychiatric	  epidemiology	  
47.1	  (2012):	  29-‐42.
2.Answer:	  The	  study	  was	  published	  in	  2000
Hint:	   Search	   “posi>ve	   self-‐esteem	   exercise	  
children	  Tremblay”	  
Source:	  Tremblay, 	  Mark	  S.,	  J.	  WyaG	   Inman,	  and	  J.	  Douglas	  
Willms.	  "The	   relaIonship	   between	   physical	   acIvity,	   self-‐
esteem,	   and	   academic	   achievement	   in	   12-‐year-‐old	  
children."	  Pediatric	  Exercise	  Science	  12.3	  (2000):	  312-‐323.
3. Answer:	   10%-‐30%	  depending	   on	   age 	  group,	  
popula>on	  &	  defini>on

Hint:	   Search	   “	   breakfast	   cereal 	   sugar	   diabetes	  
adolescents
Source:	   Rampersaud,	   Gail	   C.,	   et	   al.	   "Breakfast	   habits,	  
nutriIonal	   status,	   body	   weight,	   and	   academic	  
performance	  in	   children	   and	  adolescents."	  Journal	   of	  the	  
American	  Diete;c	  Associa;on	  105.5	  (2005):	  743-‐760.
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HOMEWORK:	   	  The	  purpose	  of	  this 	  homework	  
assignment	   is 	   to	   get	   students 	   prac>cing	   with	  
Google 	  Scholar	  in	  a 	  more	  authen>c	  context.	  The	  
topic	   of	   the	   search	   they	   will 	   be	   doing	   also	  
connects 	  back	  to	  the	  previous	  case 	  study	  (10.9)	  
which	  focuses	  on	  carbon	  monoxide.

ASSESS:	  	  
Possible	  answers:	   	   search-‐ability—now	  you	  can	  
find	  way	  MORE	  studies 	  on	  a 	  topic	  MUCH	  faster!,	  
allows 	   users 	   to	   save	   >me,	   allows	   saving	   of	  
p a pe r,	   p romo te s 	   mo re	   s h a r i n g	   a nd	  
collabora>on,	   eases 	  the 	  process	  of	  finding	  and	  
ci>ng	  other	  scholars,	  more 	  easily	  accessible 	  and	  
available 	   to	   those	   outside	   the	   research	  
community...etc.
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